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These investigations identify and clarify some basic 
assumptions and methodological principles involved in 
ecological explanations of plant associations. How are 
plants geographically distributed into characteristic groups?
What are the basic conditions that organize groups of 
interspecific plant populations that are characteristic of 
particular kinds of habitats? Answers to these questions 
concerning the geographical distribution of plants in late 
19
th
 century European plant geography and early 20
th 
century American plant ecology can be distinguished 
according to differing logical assumptions concerning the 
habitats of plant associations.
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